
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “Fighting the Good Fight: 1 Peter.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “Our Call.”  1 Peter 1.13-22. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Subversive Spirituality (A commitment to 

living the alternative vision of the Kingdom of God)   

______________________________________________________________

___________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, June 12th.  Read: 1 Peter 1.1.  Encounter:  God’s 

Word and your life—What do you Hear and/or See? 

 

The Epistle (letter) of 1 Peter was written to scattered churches throughout 

Northwest Asia Minor who were facing some sever persecutions.  Many of 

these early Christians were Gentile converts to Christianity.  The author, the 

Apostle Peter, was personally well aware that the Christian faith often invites 

persecutions, personal attacks, and rejection from the dominant culture.  

Peter likely writes this letter in the early 60’s A.D. either just before or early 

in the persecution of the church under the Emperor Nero.  Commenting on 

the dating of 1 Peter, T.R. Shreiner notes:  

 

If Peter…wrote from Rome, as the reference to Babylon in 5:13 

suggests…the letter was likely written near the end of Peter’s life when 

he was in Rome.  Assigning a specific date is conjectural, but it is 

likely that the letter was written in the 60s.  Arguments from silence are 

notoriously slippery, but there are good grounds for thinking that Peter 

would have mentioned the Neronian persecution if it had started, so 

that he could remind believers in Asia Minor of the intensity of 



 
 

suffering experienced by Roman Christians.  Therefore I would date the 

letter around A.D. 62–63 before the onset of the Neronian persecution.1    

 

Peter seeks to encourage believers to stand up and not give in to the 

struggles, challenges, and sufferings they are experiencing.  One way Peter 

does this is by reminding Christians that they not only have a future home in 

heaven—a future glory that not only transforms their current sufferings—but 

also a present power that comes from the Holy Spirit for the purpose of 

persevering in faith and living godly lives.  Despite the persecution around 

them, the church is: 

 

…encouraged to persevere, knowing that a great reward will be theirs 

on the day of salvation. Such perseverance is exhibited by living a 

godly life, living as good citizens, model slaves, gentle wives, and 

understanding husbands.  When believers live in such a way, they 

indicate that they are placing their hope in God rather than in the joys 

and comforts of this world.  Another way of describing 1 Peter is to say 

that those who hope and trust in God and in his future reward will have 

the strength to endure whatever comes their way in the present. 2 

 

Consider/Reflect: What struggles do you face as a follower of Jesus?  Pray 

about those this week.    

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, June 13th.   Read: 1 Peter 1.13.  Examine:  The Text 

and its Relationship to Other Passages. 

Verse 13 begins with “therefore;” whenever you see a “therefore” in a Bible 

verse, it is right to ask, “What is it there for?   The word “therefore” is 

recalling all that has been said in vs. 1-12.  Now, starting with v.13, Paul will 

ground God’s salvific work as described in vs.1–12, in multiple ethical 

exhortations.  Christians (you and me) obey and are faithful because God has 

chosen, saved, and redeemed us from sin, death, and the devil.  The Christian 

life is always lived out of God’s grace and power.   

                                                 
1 T.R. Schreiner.1, 2 Peter, Jude (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003). 
2 Ibid.  
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God’s commands are always rooted in his grace.  Another way of 

putting this is to say that the indicative (what God has done for us in 

Christ) is always the basis of the imperative (how we should live our 

lives). To confuse the order here would be disastrous, and the result 

would be works righteousness instead of seeing holiness as the result of 

God’s grace and power, as a response to the love of God in Christ.3 

 

Believers are told to set their hope completely on Jesus.  Additionally Peter 

tells the church that we must: 

 

“Prepare your minds for action”…Obedience is a conscious act of the 

will.  Christians in conflict need a tough-minded holiness that is ready 

for action… [and]…”Be self-controlled”…This [Greek] word 

nēphontes, from the verb nēphō (“be sober”) is used only figuratively 

in the New Testament.  It means to be free from every form of mental 

and spiritual “drunkenness” or excess. Rather than being controlled by 

outside circumstances, believers should be directed from within.4 

 

Biblical hope is more than “wishful thinking;” it comes from disciplined 

thinking which requires effort, concentration, and intentionality.  Verse 13 

tells us to set our hope fully on God’s grace in Christ.   The English word 

fully, translates the Greek word teleiōs, meaning, “Completely or 

unchangeably.”  The hope of a believer is to be set fully (teleiōs) “without 

reserve on the grace (cf. v. 10) to be bestowed when Jesus Christ is 

revealed…Four times Peter has already spoken of the Savior’s return and the 

accompanying ultimate stage of salvation (vv. 5, 7, 9, 13).”5 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “We are born in sin and continue to commit sins in this 

fallen world.  By ourselves, we have no hope of salvation or blessings.  But 

God foretold His gracious plans through the prophets.  In the fullness of 

time, He sent His Son to be our Redeemer.  He has given us the gift of His 

Holy Spirit, that we might be brought to faith and persevere in the faith.  

Through Jesus Christ, we now have a living hope and know the promise of 

                                                 
3 Ibid. 
4 J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 
5 Ibid. 



 
 

God that we will live in Him forever.  We can face any trial or challenge, 

knowing that we are safe in His care.6 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, June 14th.  Read: 1 Peter 1.14-16.  Explore:  The 

background to this text(s). 

 

The phrase, “obedient children” is a Hebrew idiom describing the family 

relationship between God’s people, God the Father, and Jesus the Son.  

Obedience literally means to “listen,” to move in the direction of the one 

speaking.  When we listen to God through His holy Word, we are learning 

about God, His character, will, and ways.  Most scholars believe that Peter’s 

reference to the “passions of your former ignorance,” most likely points to 

the audience of this letter:  Gentile (non-Jewish) converts to Christianity, 

specifically their pagan and immoral past. 

 

As obedient children of God, we learn that we are called to be holy like Him!  

Verse 16 quotes Leviticus 11:44–45; 19:2; 20:7, 26:  “You shall be holy, for 

I am holy.”  Holiness in the Old Testament sense was not sinlessness, but 

conformity to the covenant requirements of God (i.e. Exod. 19:6; 22:31; 

Deut. 14:2, 21; 26:19).  In this sense we are like our Heavenly Father when 

we are faithful to Him and love like Him, as opposed to being faithful to the 

world and the cultural values set against God, His will, and ways.    

 

Holiness, Christlikeness, is urged upon God’s people for two reasons.  

It is our example (as his children we should reflect the family likeness) 

and it is our goal (when Jesus appears we shall be finally and fully like 

him; cf. 1 Jn. 3:2).  Three reasons for this behavior are given in vs. 17–

19: our Father God will judge his children as to how they have lived up 

to the family standards; we have been set free (redeemed) from the 

previous empty way of life; and entry into that family is such a 

privilege, for it was made possible at such a cost.7 

 

                                                 
6 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  
 
7D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.). New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994). 



 
 

Consider/Reflect:  “Before conversion, [the Gentiles]…did not know God’s 

will and sinned without realizing it.  This is no longer the pattern of their 

lives.  [Luther writes]:  “Here you see how St. Peter traces all misfortune to 

ignorance.  For where faith and the knowledge of Christ are lacking, nothing 

but error and blindness remain, so that one does not know what is right and 

what is wrong.  Then people fall into vices of all kinds” (AE 30:31)…God 

calls us by the Gospel to saving faith and a living hope… [To be holy 

means]…Set apart from the world, following God’s perfect standards…You 

shall be holy, for I am holy.  Though we remain sinners, we are 

simultaneously saints, justified by Christ.  God now empowers us to strive 

against the world and the devil.”8 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, June 15th.  Read: 1 Peter 1.17-19.  Explore:  The 

Background to this Text. 

 

Again, obedient children know the holy nature and just character of our 

Heavenly Father who is a just judge.  And again, what God has done for us in 

Jesus, informs, shapes, and empowers the way we live in this world, which is 

contrary to ways of this world!  A follower of Jesus has the…  

 

…right to call God Father [which] leads to their obeying Him in 

reverent fear.  So they are to live according to His absolute standards, 

as strangers (cf. “aliens” in 2:11) to the world’s shifting, situational 

ethics.  “Reverent fear” is evidenced by a tender conscience, a 

watchfulness against temptation, and avoiding things that would 

displease God.9 

 

One particular mode of obedience for the believer is to abandon the former 

and futile ways of living, handed down from previous generations in our 

family of origin.  When we become Christians, sometimes the attitudes we 

grew up with, the “family rules” and worldviews of our family of origin, as 

well as the cultural values we inherit, conflict with the attitudes, rules, and 

cultural values of God’s family!  As Christians, we now belong to the family 

                                                 
8 Lutheran Study Bible.  
9Walvoord, et al. The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 



 
 

of Jesus; this family has primacy over our family of origin—no matter how 

great they may be!   

 

Using the intentional language of the marketplace, particularly of the slave-

trade in the first-century world, Peter reminds the believer that we have been 

ransomed (Greek: elytrōthēte, from lytroō, meaning “to pay a ransom”) with 

the blood of Christ.  “That redemption is a purchasing from the marketplace 

of sin, a ransom not paid by silver or gold, which perish (cf. v. 7), but with 

the priceless blood of a perfect Lamb.  Similar to the sacrificial lambs which 

were to be without … defect, Christ was sinless, uniquely…”10 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “In the OT, a sacrifice had to be perfect.  This 

foreshadowed Christ the perfect sacrifice, free from all sin and worthy of 

saving all people… [Luther writes]…“Just one drop of this innocent blood 

would have been more than enough for the sin of the whole world.  Yet the 

Father wanted to pour out His grace on us so abundantly and to spend so 

much that He let His Son Christ shed all His blood and gave us the entire 

treasure.  Therefore He does not want us to make light of and think little of 

such great grace; but He wants us to be moved to conduct ourselves with 

fear, lest this treasure be taken away from us” (AE 30:36).11 

  Day #5-Friday, June 16th.   Read Again: 1 Peter 1.18-20. Embrace:  

God and His guiding you through His Word. 

Again, verses 18–19 tell us that God has set His people free from the power 

of evil, not by the easy way of simply paying money, but at infinite cost:  the 

giving of His Son on the cross.  This plan of God was not “Plan B,” as if God 

had tried everything else and now He’ll try Jesus; no, v. 20 makes it clear 

that the death of Jesus was God’s eternal plan and purpose.  Peter assures 

believers (you and me) that Jesus…  

…has been chosen by God…literally…“foreordained” (ESV, 

“foreknown”) with God as the implicit agent. As in 1:2, 

“foreordination” includes the idea of not only knowing beforehand, but 

                                                 
10 Ibid.   
11Lutheran Study Bible.   



 
 

doing something in order to insure that such an event will really take 

place…In rendering He had been chosen by God before the creation of 

the world it may be relevant to place the temporal expression first, for 

example, “before God created the world, he had chosen 

Christ”…Although Christ was chosen ahead of time, it was only in 

these last days that he was revealed. In these last days is literally “at 

the end of times” and refers to the period beginning with the 

incarnation and extending to his second coming.12 

 

Our hope and power to live comes from the greatness of Jesus’ work and its 

results in our lives.  Because we can trust God and His good plans, just like 

His good plan in Jesus Christ, no matter what we may be facing, we can have 

a deep, confident reliance upon our Heavenly Father.  As D.A. Carson notes, 

“The Christian has grounds for entire confidence in such a God as the object 

of faith in the present and hope for the future.  This is because Christ has 

redeemed us with his blood and God has subsequently raised and glorified 

him (21).13 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “God’s redemption of sinners through the precious blood 

of His Son was always part of the divine plan of salvation (compare John 1:1 

and note).  Earlier in the letter Peter reminds his audience that the OT 

prophets anticipated salvation (see 1 Pet 1:10 and note); here he seeks to 

comfort them with the knowledge that Christ’s sacrifice unfolded as part of 

God’s eternal plan.”14 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, June 17th.   Read: 1 Peter 1.21-22.  Embrace:  God 

and His guiding you through His Word. 

Peter continues to describe Jesus’ saving work for us and how this work 

empowers daily life.  In these verses, Peter emphasizes the resurrection, and 

how the resurrection has made it possible for us to come to Jesus and trust 

Him.  Because of Easter, believers can now live both hopefully and lovingly!   

Jesus paid the ransom for our sin in His death and, through His resurrection, 

                                                 
12 D.C. Arichea and E.A. Nida. A Handbook on the First Letter from Peter (New York: United Bible Societies, 1980). 
13 Carson, et al. New Bible Commentary 
14 J.D. Barry, D. Mangum, D. R. Brown, M.S. Heiser, M. Custis, E. Ritzema, and D. Bomar. Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, Washington: Lexham 

Press, 2011). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ubshbk81;ref=Bible.1Pe1.18b-19;off=1585;ctx=h_was_so_valuable.$E2$80$9D$0A~Alluding_further_to_
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb;ref=Bible.1Pe1.20;off=7;ctx=0_and_note).$0A1:20___~God$E2$80$99s_redemption_of_


 
 

God vindicated Jesus, glorifying Him and exalting Him as Lord of lords!  

Peter assures the church that, through the resurrection of Jesus: 

…God showed himself able to raise the dead (Rom. 4:17; cf. 4:18–24) 

and therefore he is able to raise these Christians should they be killed 

and to give them glory no matter how oppressed and shamed they may 

be now.  As a result their “faith [or trust] and hope are in God,” for they 

have on the basis of what was done in Christ the confident expectation 

that God can and will do as he promised for them.15 

Verse 22 reveals that God continues to change our lives as He works in and 

through His church.   In v.22 Peter uses the image of purification, related to 

the Old Testament system of washings, which enabled a person to be in 

God’s presence.  Consequently, being in the presence of God, God will 

convert the human heart which will primarily result in love for others.  

Christian living is only possible because of God’s grace from beginning to 

end.  As God gracefully makes it possible to be in His presence through the 

forgiveness of sins (purification), this graceful purification continues through 

the activity of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s heart.  Commenting on v.22, 

P.H. Davids points out that: 

The perfect tense is used in Greek to indicate a state they are already in, 

as previously indicated in 1:2, 14–15.  They came into this state 

through obedience to the truth.  The truth is the gospel, as is usual in 

the NT (John 14:16; Gal. 5:7; Eph. 1:13; 1 Tim. 4:3), and obeying the 

gospel (as also in Rom. 10:16; Gal. 5:7; 2 Thess. 1:8) indicates that 

conversion is not simply a matter of intellectual change, but of a 

transformation of behavior, that is, a response to a command (like 

Peter’s in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, each one of you …”).16  

You have purified yourselves is literally “having purified your souls,” 

but as in 1:9, “soul” here denotes the whole person, and many 

translations render it accordingly…The word used for purified (Greek 

agnizō) is used of ceremonial purification in the Old Testament (for 

example, of objects, Num 31:23; or of people, Exo 19:10), but in the 

New Testament has come to refer to moral and spiritual purification 
                                                 
15 P.H. Davids. The First Epistle of Peter (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1990). 
16 Ibid. 
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(for example, James 4:8; 1 John 3:3).  In the light of 1:2, “purification” 

here should probably be understood as moral cleansing, that is, 

deliverance from the power of sin.  The perfect participle refers to an 

act in the past which remains effective to the present, and accordingly, 

many scholars see in this a reference to baptism…Purification leads to 

sincere love for fellow believers.17 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Peter calls forgiven Christians to do what God’s Word 

teaches.  This flows from the life we have in Christ’s resurrection (v 

21)…Peter uses two different words for love.  Obedience results in sincere 

love (Greek philadelphia) of fellow Christians.  Having been forgiven, they 

now have pure hearts and are called to love with complete self-sacrificing 

love (Greek agape).18 

 

                                                 
17 Arichea and Nida. A Handbook on the First Letter from Peter . 
18 Lutheran Study Bible.   
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